In his preface to the fourth edition (the last during his
lifetime), written in 1938, he characterized the contents
of his hook as an investigation "of the conditions for a con-
tinuous and unlimited increase in the yields of agricultural
crops." He pointed to the achievements of the innovators in
agronomics, the Stakhanovites of agriculture, in our country.,
and said that, in working on his book, he had "tried to
find the best means of carrying out the tasks set us by our
great teacher, leader and inspirer of new victories, Joseph
Vissarionovich Stalin, and his closest colleague and friend.,
Vyacheslav Mikhailovkh Molotov."
This book is Soil Science by the late Academician Williams.
Vasili Robertovich Williams died in 1939. Those who
have seen him personally, or have seen the innumerable por-
traits of him, know the man with the large, stern features,
imposing, bald skull, prominent, almost unwrinkled fore-
head, the loose lower lip characteristic of the aged, and fleshy
nose, wearing Chekhov pince-nez. And there is something
eaglelike in the shortsighted eyes behind those glasses.
It is not an ordinary face. It puts you in mind of the
sculptures in the Roman Hall at the Hermitage in Lenin-
grad. It is a face you cannot help noticing, and one that
at once impresses itself upon your memory.
Before me lies a photograph of Williams in conversa-
tion with a group of kolkhozniks from the Altai, famous
for the high yields they obtain. Here is another that shows
him in the act of signing a socialist emulation pledge. And
here is one in which, his head slightly inclined., and screwing
up his eyes, he is confidently holding a tiny graded glass in
his large, capable hand, measuring off some chemicals for
the purpose of analyzing the acids of humus.
He usually wore a white blouse with an open collar;
a tie discommoded him. On his breast are the membership
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